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Write an essay of approximately 4,000 words (not including the reference list) on ONE of the following two topics. Remember to use standard conventions for indicating phonemes and allophones, and to use IPA symbols.
EITHER

1 Wells (1982: 104) classifies RP as a ‘de facto standard' accent. Kerswill (2000: 8) calls RP ‘a powerful class accent'. Hughes, Trudgill & Watt (2012: 3) say that RP has ‘remained the accent of those at the upper reaches of the social scale, as measured by education, income and profession, or title'. What do these descriptions tell us about the status of RP in the past? What has changed in the status and form of RP in more recent decades, and how do such changes relate to the process known as ‘accent-levelling'? In your opinion, what role does the growth and development of ‘Estuary English' play in this connection?

OR

2 Listen to the accent samples of English in Ireland that are provided by Hughes, Trudgill & Watt (2012, samples 17, 18, 19). Identify examples of the pronunciation features listed by Wells (pp. 417-450) and by Hughes, Trudgill & Watt (2012: 136-146) as characteristic of accents of English in (a) the Republic of Ireland, and (b) Northern Ireland. To what extent do your findings support Wells's classification of these accents into two types, i.e. Type I and Type IV, respectively? What role do consonant similarities and differences play in accent typology, and what role should they play, in your view? Support your view with examples from the accent samples referred to above.

The marks will be published in Studentweb within 3 weeks after the submission date. You will receive an e-mail when the results are ready.
For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the exam administrator, Kristin Berstad (k.m.berstad@ilos.uio.no) within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.
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